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DCD	for	Past	14	years

• Long	Range	Planning	projects	such	as	Downtown	Plan

• Strategic	Projects	such	as	the	Lakefront	Gateway

• Urban	Design,	Development	Review	and	Zoning

DNS	(former	known	as	Building	Inspection)	prior	13.5	years

• Plan	Examiner	in	what	is	now	the	Development	Center

• Became	the	Specialist	on	Zoning

• Was	a	part	of	the	2002	Zoning	Code	Recodification	Project
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• PURPOSE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE
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• RESOURCES	FOR	SITE	SPECIFIC	INFO

• BACKGROUND	AND	PROCESS

• ZONING	– DESIGN	STANDARDS

• ZONING	DISTRICTS
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• UNDERSTANDING	ZONING	CONCEPTS	

TOPICS	



PURPOSE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

Big	Goals:
• To	Protect	Property
• To	Implement	Land	Use	Plans	
• To	Follow	Planning	Principles
• To	Regulate	Maintenance	of	Properties

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



PURPOSE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

Big	Goals:
• To	Protect	Property	of	Adjacent	

Owners	and	Uses

Land	Use	Compatibility

Contextual	Fit

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



PURPOSE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

Big	Goals:
• To	Implement	

Land	Use	Plans	

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

• Area	Plans	are	part	of	the	
City's	Comprehensive	Plan

• 14	Area	Plans	
• Guide	future	neighborhood	
development	with	land	
use,	design,	and	catalytic	
project	recommendations.

http://city.milwaukee.gov/AreaPlans



PURPOSE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

Big	Goals:
• To	Follow	Planning	Principles

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

#1	Neighborhood	Compatibility
#2	Pedestrian	Friendly	Design
#3	Land	Use	Diversity
#4	Transportation	Diversity

http://city.milwaukee.gov/Designguidelines/Citywide.htm#



PURPOSE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

22	REASONS	FOR	AT	BEGINNING	OF	
SUBCHAPTER	1	IN	THE	MILWAUKEE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



WHERE	IS	IT	APPLICABLE	?

DEVELOPMENT	ORIENTED:
•USE	of	PROPERTY

• DEVELOPMENT	of	PROPERTY

• MAKE	CHANGES	to	a	PROPERTY

Also:
• MAINTENANCE	of	a	PROPERTY
PROPERTY	COULD	MEAN	a	BUILDING,	a	SITE,	a	PARKING	LOT,	etc.

PURPOSE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



MAINTENANCE	of	a	PROPERTY

PURPOSE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

ITEMS	SUCH	AS	PARKING	ON	SITE,	TEMPORARY	WINDOW	SIGNS,	ETC

Let’s	Discuss	the	Last	Bullet	Point	First:



WHERE	IS	ZONING	APPLICABLE	?

• USE	of	PROPERTY

• DEVELOPMENT	of	PROPERTY

• MAKE	CHANGES	to	PROPERTY

PURPOSE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



What	It	Is	Not ZONING
• Building	Codes,	
• ADA
• Licensing	(bars/taverns)
• Health	Permits
• Historic	or	ARB	Code
• Public	Right	of	Way	
• Other	Items

PURPOSE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING
Learn	about	at	upcoming	sessions:				http://city.milwaukee.gov/LunchAndLearn



BACKGROUND	AND	PROCESS

History	and	Change
• The	Current	Code	and	Zoning	Maps	were	Updated	

in	2002	Code	(Following	1986	Code)
• Recent	Zoning	Code	Projects	– Includes	Creating	a	

New	Commercial	District	(LB3),	Bicycle	Parking
• Current	Zoning	Code	Projects	– Updating	the	

Landscape	Code,	Creating	Transit	Oriented	
Development	District

• Zoning	Code	Updates	– Typically	Occurs	Multiple	
Times	per	Year

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



HOW	MILWAUKEE	GRANTS		APPROVAL	FOR	NEW	
DEVELOPMENT	and	ALTERATIONS

• In	City	of	Milwaukee,	Zoning	Approval	is	a	
Part	of	ANOTHER	PERMIT,	Such	as	a

• BUILDING,	OCCUPANCY	or	OTHER	PERMIT)

• Different	systems	in	different	cities.	
• In	some	locations	zoning	is	a	distinct	

separate	permit.		

BACKGROUND	AND	PROCESS

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



Administers	and	Enforces	Zoning	Approval:

• Department	of	Neighborhood	Services	(DNS)	
– The	Development	Center	&	Plan	Examination	is	the	
Primary	Point	of	contact,	review	and	compliance	determination.	

BACKGROUND	AND	PROCESS

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

Located	at	809	N	Broadway,	1st Floor Web:		http://city.milwaukee.gov/permits
Zoning	questions	- Phone:	414-286-8211



Administers	and	Enforces	Zoning	Approval:

• DCD	Planning	is	involved	occasionally for	
Overlays	review	of	projects.

• DCD	may	be	involved	for	a	
o Zoning	Change	to	a	different	district	or	to	a		

o Zoning	Change	to	(DPD),	Detailed	Planned	Developments	

o To	Establish	an	Overlay	Zone

(will	discuss	these	topics	later	on	in	presentation)

BACKGROUND	AND	PROCESS

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



How	Approvals	Happen
• Integral	with	a	Building	Permit,	Occupancy	Permit,	or	other	

sorts	of	permits.

• May	need	to	comply	with	site	specific	Zoning	Overlay

• If	a	Detailed	Planned	Development,	must	match	what	was	
approved

Related	but	not	Zoning:
• Architectural	Review	Board	or	Historic	Approval	- Certificate	

of	Appropriateness

• Must	meet	Zoning	and	additional	requirements

BACKGROUND	AND	PROCESS

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

https://historicthirdward.org/doing-business/architectural-review-board/

https://www.theeastside.org/do-business-here/building-and-sign-guidelines

http://city.milwaukee.gov/cityclerk/hpc

Historic	Third	Ward
East	North	Avenue

Historic	Preservation	Commission



Zoning	Map	
– Every	Property	has	a	Zoning	District	Designation

Zoning	District
– Every	District	has	zoning	requirements

Zoning	Code	
– Milwaukee	Code	of	Ordinances	Chapter	295

To	clarify:		

Do	Not	Say	- A	Property	is	zoned	for	a	“this use”

Rather	– “A	Property	is	in	this	Zoning	District.		The	various	use	permitted	in	that	District	are	allowed”

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

EXAMPLE

You	would	like	to	build	a	building	for	an	intended	
use	at	a	specific	location.

How	do	you	find	if	your	Use	is	permitted	and	your	
concept	for	the	design	work	at	the	location?

The	next	slides	walks	through	that	question.

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



ZONING	MAPRESOURCES	FOR	SITE	SPECIFIC	INFO IMPORTANT	LINK

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

http://city.milwaukee.gov/mapmilwaukee ,	Click	on	Zoning	under	Map	Applications



ZONING	MAPZONING	MAPRESOURCES	FOR	SITE	SPECIFIC	INFO

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

Example:	Want	to	find	out	about	a	RACM	Property	at	1944	N	MLK



PROPERTY	INFOMATIONRESOURCES	FOR	SITE	SPECIFIC	INFO

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

Example:	Want	to	find	out	about	a	RACM	Property	at	1944	N	MLK

http://city.milwaukee.gov/mapmilwaukee ,	Click	on	Zoning	under	Map	Applications



ZONING	CODE	–
11	Subchapters

ZONING	CODERESOURCES	FOR	SITE	SPECIFIC	INFO

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

http://city.milwaukee.gov/PlanningPermits/DCDzoninglink.htm#



5	- RESIDENTIAL	DISTRICTS

6	- COMMERCIAL	DISTRICTS

7 - DOWNTOWN	DISTRICTS

8	- INDUSTRIAL	DISTRICTS
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10	- OVERLAY	ZONES

2	– DEFINITIONS	AND					
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1	- INTRODUCTION
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11	– FLOODPLAIN	OVERLAY	
ZONES

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

DI
ST
RI
CT

	C
HA

PT
ER

SU
BC

HA
PT
ER

	T
HA

T	
AP

PL
Y	
TH

RO
U
GH

O
U
T

SUBCHAPTERS	
1-4

APPLY	
THROUGHOUT	
CITY	AND	CODE

SUBCHAPTERS	
5-9

SPECIFIC	
BASED	ON	
LOCATION

SUBCHAPTERS	10	- 11	OVERLAY	ZONES	
IN	SPECIFIC	LOCATIONS
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5	- RESIDENTIAL	DISTRICTS
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First,	let’s	discuss	the	District	Chapters
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Character	of	Districts

http://city.milwaukee.gov/Designguidelines/UrbanDesignResources/Zoning-Districts.htm#

DESIGN

All	of	these	subchapters	are	divided	
into	these	two	main	sections
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Single	- RS1	thru	RS6,		Two	- RT1	thru	RT4,	Multi	-RM1	thru	RM7

C9A,	C9B,	C9C,	C9D,	C9E,	C9F,	C9G,	C9H

IO1,	IO2,	IL1,	IL2,	IM,	IC,	IH

PK,	TL,	PD,	DPD,	RED

NS1,	NS2,	LB1,	LB2,	LB3,	RB1,	RB2,	CS

All	designations	can	be	found	in	
one	of	these	5	subchapters:



DISTRICTS	and	CONTEXT

“1”	DISTRICTS	– MOSTLY	LATER	
DEVELOPMENT,	LARGER	SETBACKS,	
MORE	AUTO	ACCOMODATION

“2”	DISTRICT	AREAS	– OLDER	ORIGINAL	
CITY,	MORE	URBANIZED,	SMALLER	
SETBACKS,	NARROWER	STREETS

DOWNTOWN	AND	“3”	DISTRICT	AREAS	–
– OLDER	ORIGINAL	CITY,	MORE	
URBANIZED,	SMALLER	SETBACKS,	
NARROWER	STREETS
DENSER	DEVELOPMENT

DISTRICT	TYPES	and	CONTEXTUNDERSTANDING	ZONING	CONCEPTS
LB1,	RB1,	
NS1,	RM1-4,	
IO1,	IL1

LB1,	RB1,	
NS1,	RM1-4,	
IO1,	IL1

LB2,	RB2,	
NS2,	RM4-5,	
IO2,	IL2

C9A-H,	LB3,	
RM5-7,	IM,	
RED

Note:	This	diagram	is	for	explaining	the	general	concepts	
and	should	not	be	construed	as	exact	boundaries

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

Rational	for	different	districts



DISTRICT	TYPES	– MULTIFAMILY	RES.

Character	of	Districts	http://city.milwaukee.gov/Designguidelines/UrbanDesignResources/Zoning-Districts.htm#

UNDERSTANDING	ZONING	CONCEPTS

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



DISTRICT	TYPES	- COMMERCIAL

Character	of	Districts	http://city.milwaukee.gov/Designguidelines/UrbanDesignResources/Zoning-Districts.htm#

UNDERSTANDING	ZONING	CONCEPTS

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



DISTRICT	TYPES	- DOWNTOWN

Character	of	Districts	http://city.milwaukee.gov/Designguidelines/UrbanDesignResources/Zoning-Districts.htm#

UNDERSTANDING	ZONING	CONCEPTS

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING
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http://city.milwaukee.gov/Designguidelines/UrbanDesignResources/Zoning-Districts.htm#



RESOURCES	FOR	SITE	SPECIFIC	INFO

http://city.milwaukee.gov/PlanningPermits/DCDzoninglink.htm

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

IMPORTANT	LINK

District	information	
found	in	Code	
Subchapter	can	be	
easily	found	on	our	
links	page



RESOURCES	FOR	SITE	SPECIFIC	INFO

http://city.milwaukee.gov/PlanningPermits/DCDzoninglink.htm

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING
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http://city.milwaukee.gov/Designguidelines/UrbanDesignResources/Zoning-Districts.htm

DESIGN

All	of	these	subchapters	are	divided	
into	these	two	main	sections



USE	TABLE

USE	DEFINTION
Use	classifications	
can	be	found	in	
Definitions,	
Subchapter	2

PERMITTED

LIMITED	USE

SPECIAL	USE

PROHIBITED	USE

NONCONFORMING	USE

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	of	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

USE

These	are	the	
options	that	exist.



DISTRICT	USE	TABLESTRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

USE	TABLE

Y=PERMITTED

L=LIMITED	USE

S=SPECIAL	USE

N=PROHIBITED	USE



USE	TABLE

USE	DEFINTION
Use	classifications	
can	be	found	in	
Definitions,	
Subchapter	2

PERMITTED

LIMITED	USE

SPECIAL	USE

PROHIBITED	USE

NONCONFORMING	USE

PERMITTED

Follow	Limited	Use	Standard,	
then	use	is	permitted

Requires	approval	from	Board	
of	Zoning	Appeal	(BOZA)

Requires	Variance	approval	
from	Board	of	Zoning	Appeal	

(BOZA)

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

USE

These	are	the	
options	that	exist.



DISTRICT	LIMITED	USE	STANDARDSTRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

LIMITED	USE Follow	Limited	Use	Standard,	
then	use	is	permitted



PRINCIPLE	
BUILDING	
STANDARDS

ACCESSORY	
STRUCTURE	
STANDARDS

SITE	
STANDARDS

SIGNS

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

DESIGN



DISTRICT	DESIGN	TABLESTRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

DESIGN	
STANDARDS		

TABLE



DESIGN	
STANDARDS		

TABLEPRINCIPLE	
BUILDING	
STANDARDS

ACCESSORY	
STRUCTURE	
STANDARDS

SITE	
STANDARDS

SIGNS

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

DESIGN

ON	PREMISE
OFF	PREMISE	(BILLBOARDS)

STREET	ORIENTATION

BUILDING	PLACEMENT

BULK	– HEIGHT,	ETC.

ENTRANCES	– PED	&	MV

GLAZING

MATERIALS

GARAGES,	SHED,	DECKS

PARKING,	DUMPSTERS,	FENCES

PEDESTRIAN	ACCESS



CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

DESIGN

STREET	ORIENTATION

BUILDING	PLACEMENT

BULK	– HEIGHT,	ETC.

ENTRANCES	– PED	&	MV

GLAZING

MATERIALS



CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE



CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

DESIGN

ON	PREMISE	SIGNS

GARAGES,	SHED,	DECKS

PARKING,	DUMPSTERS,	FENCES

PEDESTRIAN	ACCESS

ACCESSORY	
STRUCTURE	
STANDARDS

SITE	
STANDARDS

Dumpster	and	Loading	Dock	Screening

Identifiable	Pedestrian	Link



DISTRICT	SIGN	STANDARD	TABLESTRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING
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RESOURCES	FOR	SITE	SPECIFIC	INFO

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING
http://city.milwaukee.gov/PlanningPermits/DCDzoninglink.htm



• Motor	Vehicle	Parking
• Bicycle	Parking
• Landscaping
• Signs	(more	info	in	District	Subchapters)
• Lighting,	Transmission	Towers,	Small	

Energy	Wind	Systems,	etc.
• Nonconformities	(will	talk	about	that	in	some	upcoming	slides)

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

4	– GENERAL	PROVISIONS



STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

BICYCLE	PARKING	HAS	BEEN	
RECENTLY	UPDATED

See	Presentation	at:

http://city.milwaukee.gov/BicycleParkingRequirements

PARKING	LOT	LANDSCAPING	
HAS	DETAILED	INFORMATION



STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

http://city.milwaukee.gov/Designguidelines/UrbanDesignResources/Parking-Lot-Perimeter-lmv.htm



Nonconforming	Uses
• Nonconforming	Uses	vs	Illegal	Use
• Code	Changes	– How	Nonconformity	

Comes	About

• A	Permit	Record	to	Verify	Previous	Use
• Illegal,	done	without	permit	or	approval

Deeper	Dive

UNDERSTANDING	ZONING	CONCEPTS

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



• Parks	District,	
• Institutional	Districts,	
• Planned	Development	Districts,	
• Redevelopment	Districts

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

9	- SPECIAL	DISTRICTS



Planned	Development	Districts	

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

9	- SPECIAL	DISTRICTS

• Intended	to	allow	flexibility	in	land	
development	for	unique	projects.	

• Is	site-specific,	and	encourages	development	
that	is	compatible	with	its	surroundings	and	is	
consistent	with	the	City’s	comprehensive	plan.

• Custom	Fit	Zoning	
• Approved	DPD	must	be	built	exactly	as	approved	



Examples	of	Planned	Development	Districts	

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

9	- SPECIAL	DISTRICTS

Arena	Entertainment	Block

Freshwater	Apartments

Urbanite	Apartments

City	Place	Apartments



RESOURCES	FOR	SITE	SPECIFIC	INFO

LEGISLATIVE	REFERENCE	BUREAU	maintains:

“LEGISTAR”

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

IMPORTANT	LINK

https://milwaukee.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx

You	can	search	on	address,	project,	meeting,	and	so	forth



Redevelopment	Zoning	(RED)

• This	special	zoning	district	in	some	redevelopment	plans,	
• Intended	to	identify	areas	of	the	city	that	have	unique	
qualities	requiring	special	treatment,

• Special	approaches	to	development	may	be	warranted	to	
protect	or	regulate	the	development	of	unique	areas,	and/or	

• Provide	more	flexible	zoning	districts	which	encourage	good	
design	and	site	layout.

• RED	zoned	areas rely	on	form	based	codes.

• Beerline B
• Eastern	end	of	Menomonee	Valley	Plan area	(6th/Canal)
• Park	East

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING



Redevelopment	Zoning	(RED)
STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

Example:	RED	Park	East	

http://city.milwaukee.gov/Zoning-Topics/Redevelopment-Zoning-RED/Park-East-Redevelopment-Plan/RED-Park-East-Zoning-District.htm



Redevelopment	Zoning	(RED)
STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

Example:	RED	Park	East	

http://city.milwaukee.gov/Zoning-Topics/Redevelopment-Zoning-RED/Park-East-Redevelopment-Plan/RED-Park-East-Zoning-District.htm



Redevelopment	Zoning	(RED)
STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE

CITY	OF	MILWAUKEE	ZONING

Example:	RED	Beerline

http://city.milwaukee.gov/Zoning-Topics/Redevelopment-Zoning-RED/Beerline-B-Redevelopment-Plan.htm



• Neighborhood	Conservation	Overlay	Zone
Example	– Harambee,	South	Shore

• Interim	Study	Overlay	Zone	(Rarely	use)

• Development	Incentive	Zone	(DIZ)

• Site	Plan	Review	Overlay	Zone
Example	- Milwaukee	River

Chapter	10	Overlays	STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE
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10	- OVERLAY	ZONES



Neighborhood	Conservation	Overlay	Zones
Intended	to	provide	a	vehicle	to	initiate	and	implement	programs	for	
the	revitalization	or	conservation	of	older	areas	or	districts	
possessing	distinctive	features,	identity,	or	character	worthy	of	
retention	and	enhancement.	Areas	Zoned	NC:	

• Bay	View	/	South	Shore	Drive	Overlay
• Brewers	Hill	/	Harambee	Overlay
• Historic	Mitchell	Street	Overlay
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The	Brewery	and	Harambee	Neighborhood	
Conservation	Overlay	District
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Bay	View	/	South	Shore	Neighborhood	
Conservation	Overlay	District



Development	Incentive	Zones	
• Provide	opportunities	to	create	new	development	projects	which	

are	more	compatible	with	existing	development	on	adjacent	sites;	
• Create	a	pedestrian-friendly	environment	in	both	design	and	scale;	
• Encourage	creativity,	variety	and	excellence	in	project	design	and	

layout;	
• Utilize	a	development	review	and	approval	process	that	meets	

these	purposes	without	causing	undue	delays.
Existing	Overlay	Districts:
• 5th	/	Layton
• 938	W	Layton
• The	Brewery	Project
• East	End	Menomonee	Valley
• Holt	Plaza
• Towne	Corporate	Park	of	Granville

STRUCTURE	OF	THE	ZONING	CODE
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• Loomis	Centre
•Midtown	Center
• North	Ave	Commerce	Center
• Port	of	Milwaukee
• Reed	Street	Yards
• South	27th	/	Howard
• Towne	Corporate	Park	of	Granville
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Example:	The	Brewery	- Development	Incentive	Zone
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Example:	Reed	Street	Yards	- Development	Incentive	Zone
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Example:	Holt	Plaza	- Development	Incentive	Zone



Moving	Your	Project	Forward
• Project	is	permitted	or	meets	the	Limited	Use	

Standards	– Move	forward
• Project	meets	the	Design	Standards	– Move	Forward

• Prepare	the	required	plans	and	information,	
submit	to	DNS	Plan	Exam	http://city.milwaukee.gov/permits

HOWEVER	IF
• Project’s	Use	is	a	Special	Use	or	Project’s	Design	

Does	not	meet	Design	Standards	Process
THEN:	(next	Slide)

BACKGROUND	AND	PROCESS
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Project’s	Use	is	a	Special	Use	or	Project’s	Design	Does	Notmeet	
Design	Standards	Process:

1	Board	of	Zoning	Appeals	(BOZA)	
Special	Uses

Special	Use	Criteria

Department	Recommendations

Comprehensive	Plans

Variances

2	Zoning	Change	to	different	district	or	DPD

or

3	Modify	Project
Sometimes	minor	adjustments	to	a	plan	of	operation	or	adjustments	to	a	
design	can	bring	the	project	into	compliance,	thus	not	adding	more	steps	
to	the	process
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My	MKE	Home.		Location	to	find	out	a	property’s	zoning	designation.		
After	retrieving	address,	open	Special	Interest	tab at	top.
https://itmdapps.milwaukee.gov/MyMHome/index.jsp

Map	Milwaukee.		Zoning	Maps	of	the	city,	as	well	as	complete	property	information.	Scroll	down	to	“Zoning”	link.	
http://city.milwaukee.gov/mapmilwaukee/applications

Zoning	Code	On-Line.		DCD’s	quick	links	to	the	codes	housed	at	City	Clerk’s	Office
http://city.milwaukee.gov/PlanningPermits/DCDzoninglink.htm

Department	of	Neighborhood	Services.	A	webpage	of	numerous	helpful	links.	
http://city.milwaukee.gov/permits Phone	contact	with	Zoning	questions:		414-286-8211

DCD	Planning	Resource	Pages.	A	webpage	of	numerous	helpful	links.
http://city.milwaukee.gov/Planning

City	Clerk’s	Resources	Page
http://city.milwaukee.gov/cityclerk

Legistar
When	searching,	it	is	recommended	that	you	select	“All	Years”	in	drop	down	menu.
https://milwaukee.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx
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RESOURCES	FOR	SITE	SPECIFIC	INFO IMPORTANT	LINK
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